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1. Introduction and aims
At Churchfields, the Village School we recognise that mobile phones, including smart phones, are an important part of everyday life for our pupils as well as the wider school community. 

Our policy aims to:

· Promote, and set an example for, safe and responsible phone use

· Set clear guidelines for the use of mobile phones for pupils
· Support the school’s other policies, especially those related to child protection and behaviour
This policy also aims to address some of the challenges posed by mobile phones in school, such as:

· Risks to child protection

· Data protection issues

· Potential for lesson disruption

· Risk of theft, loss, or damage

· Appropriate use of technology in the classroom

2. Roles and responsibilities

2.1 Staff

All staff (including teachers, support staff, and supply staff) are responsible for enforcing this policy. 

Volunteers, or anyone else otherwise engaged by the school, must alert a member of staff if they witness, or are aware of, a breach of this policy.

The headteacher is responsible for monitoring the policy every three years, reviewing it, and holding staff and pupils accountable for its implementation. 
3. Use of mobile phones by pupils
Key Stage Two pupils are permitted to bring their mobile phone into school but do so at their own risk.
Pupils must keep their mobile phone in their bag. The phone must remain switched off for the entire duration it is in school. They are not to be used by pupils under any circumstances during the school day, including break times, lunchtimes and during before or after school clubs.
The school accepts no liability for lost, stolen or damaged mobile phones that are brought into school. The risk of bringing a mobile phone into school rests solely with pupils’ parents. If this risk is not accepted by parents, phones must not be brought into school.
Although the school does not currently require pupils and/or parents to sign a mobile phone agreement/contract in order for pupils to bring a mobile phone or other device into school, we reserve the right to do so at any point in the future if we deem it necessary. If this occurs, we will give parents reasonable notice which allows opportunity to sign the agreement/contract or make alternative arrangements. Mobile phones/devices will not be able to be brought into school until this agreement/contract is signed once it is in place. Reasonable notice would be one week or more.

3.1 Sanctions
Breaches of this policy will result in mobile phones belonging to pupils being confiscated by the classteacher or another member of staff after consultation with the headteacher or Senior Teacher in his absence. Schools are permitted to confiscate phones from pupils under sections 91 and 94 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006. Confiscated phones must be collected by parents, not pupils, at a mutually convenient day and time. 

Staff have the legal power to search pupils, as set out in the DfE’s guidance on searching, screening and confiscation if we have reason to believe the phone contains pornographic images or if it is being/has been used to commit an offence or cause personal injury. The nature of the incident will be dealt with under the Behaviour Policy.
Certain types of conduct, bullying or harassment can be classified as criminal conduct. The school takes such conduct extremely seriously, and will involve the police or other agencies as appropriate.

Such conduct includes, but is not limited to:

· Sexting (consensual and non-consensual sharing nude or semi-nude images or videos)
· Upskirting
· Threats of violence or assault

· Abusive calls, emails, social media posts or texts directed at someone on the basis of someone’s ethnicity, religious beliefs or sexual orientation

4. Loss, theft or damage

The school accepts no responsibility for mobile phones that are lost, damaged or stolen on school premises or transport, during school visits or trips, or while pupils are travelling to and from school. 

Confiscated phones will be stored securely by the classteacher or headteacher.
Lost phones should be returned to the school office. The school will then attempt to contact the owner’s parents/carers. 
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