
Key Stage 2 Home Learning Pick ‘n’ Mix Activities        

Grid 4 Choose to complete as many tasks as you like from the options below. The activities cover a range of subject areas.  

Get Writing! 
 
The Northern Lights haikus – KS2  
Watch this fascinating video about the Northern Lights:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/little-stargazing-hunting-
the-northern-lights/z6tfgwx  
You can look up beautiful pictures of this online too.  
Have a go at writing a haiku or a set of haikus about the Northern Lights. 
You might want to use this as a starting point or guide, or invent your 
own entirely:  
  
Aurora at dawn  
Northern lights illuminate  
Reflections on snow  
  
Remember the pattern of syllables goes  
First line – 5 syllables  
Second line – 7 syllables  
Third line – 5 syllables   

 
 

Get Writing! 
 
Emperor Penguins – KS2  
Read this interesting article about Emperor Penguins:  
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/birds/emperor-
penguins/  
Choose how you would like to present your information. It could be a 
fact file, a non-chronological report, an information booklet or even a 
Powerpoint! Make sure it contains all the key information about the 
stages in a penguin’s life. 

 

Extending our Maths 
 

 
 

 
Get Reading!  
Read whenever and wherever you can! Books could be linked to our theme of Polar 
animals or anything else you like. Why not send us your photos of all of the strange and 
wonderful places you find to read!  

Music 
Listen to the piece Perpetuum Mobile by the Penguin Cafe 
Orchestra.  There are lots of unusual instruments used in this piece - can 
you hear the sound they make?  Can you hear the way there is a steady 
stream of notes played at a rapid speed and repeated over and over 
again?  Now you've listened carefully to the music can you make up a 
dance to go with it? 
For inspiration you could look at David Bintley's "Still Life at the Penguin 
Cafe" for example https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jh0TPvus7r4.  He 
takes inspiration from man's impact on endangered animals. 
 
 
French 
Listen to La danse des Pingouins   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=29&v=-
xtPMTEPFug&feature=emb_logo 
This is a good way to revise the parts of the body 
And both hands in the air and wiggle the buttocks 
[Et les deux mains en l'air et remuez les fesses 
Hands on feet and you go in circles 
Les mains sur les pieds et vous tournez en rond 
Hands up, hands down 
Les mains en haut, les mains en bas 
You kick your feet and jump, jump, jump] 2 times 
Vous tapez les pieds et saute, saute, saute] 
 

Science Try this Outdoors! 

MELTING ICE Freeze several small ice cubes or shapes of the 
same size. Put them in separate containers and choose different 
places to leave them. If you can go outside, you could put one in the 
shade, one in the sunshine and also leave one inside. Can you 
predict and record what happens?  
You could also try making ice cubes out of different liquids like 
milk, vinegar or cooking oil.  
WHAT DO YOU NOTICE? Things to talk about … Where does the 
ice cube melt the most quickly? Why might that be? Can you find the 
place where the ice cube will take the longest time to melt? Or the 
shortest time to melt? What happens with frozen cubes made from 
different liquids?   
Penguins!  
Research penguins, how are they adapted to life in their habitats? 
Draw a labelled diagram to illustrate your findings.  
Other things to try:  
HOW TO FREEZE WATER LIKE ELSA! (Supercooling Explained) - 
Maddie Moate https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-qP7rqK3iLk  
MAKE ICE CREAM IN A BAG! https://www.science-
sparks.com/how-to-make-ice-cream-with-ice-and-salt/  
 WATCH A VIDEO ABOUT HOW PLANTS SURVIVE IN ICY 
CONDITIONS https://wowscience.co.uk/resource/adaptation-of-
plant-life-to-extreme-cold-temperatures/  
 

Keep it crafty.   

Here’s how to draw a polar bear with just a few simple, symmetrical shapes. Narrow eyes 
and a small forehead let you know exactly who he is. 

Step by step instructions:  https://artprojectsforkids.org/drawpolar-bear/ 

 

Explore the Northern lights using water colours/ food colouring and tissue paper if you 
have any but this is not essential.   https://thecraftyclassroom.com/crafts/arctic-art-
projects-for-kids/northern-lights-igloo-
artproject/?utm_source=sumome&utm_medium=pinterest&utm_campaign=sumome_shar 
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Grid 4 Choose to complete as many tasks as you like from the options below. The activities cover a range of subject areas.  

Maths  

This week we’re thinking about penguins in triangles.  Have a go at 
exploring these two ideas and see what patterns you can find.  If you’d 
like to know more about Pascal’s Triangle, there’s a good explanation 
here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iMtlus-afo and you can think 
about lots and lots more patterns to find.  
Why don’t you make up your own penguin puzzle? 

 
 

 

 

Topic 

 The Polar regions have forever been a place of fascination, 
especially for intrepid explorers.  

• Can you find out about groups, or individuals, that have 
faced the blistering cold to be able to reach one of the poles? 
Can you create a fact file of their journey, the hardships they 
face and whether or not they reached their goal?  

• Across every part of our planet their seems to be life and 
inhabitants adapting to how to survive in the different climates. 
Can you design a house/ building/ structure that would fit the 
purpose of living in such extreme temperatures?  

• Find out about a Polar animal, create a fact file about the 
animal, including how it has been able to survive in such 
extremes.  
 

 

 

PSHE. Read/Video of ‘Lost and Found’ What makes a home?You could use 
this as a discussion, record it as a letter or poem, make a mind map or turn 
your ideas into a piece of art. 

Extra Science https://www.science-sparks.com/polar-habitats-for-kids/ 

Make a shoebox polar habitat 

Extra science 
KS2 Science   
What if there was no plastic? Discuss what might be a Plus, Minus and 
Interesting way to think about the question. Think about:  

• How many things do you use every day that are made out of 
plastic?  

• Why are so many things made out of plastic?  

• What materials could be used instead of plastic?  

• Why are some people trying to use fewer things made out of 
plastic?  

• Plastic lasts a long time: why is this good and why is it bad?  
  
KS2 and KS1 Science   
If you can, watch ‘Somebody Swallowed Stanley’ By Sarah Roberts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uf4b4no8ric  
Sarah Roberts is a Naturalist and has her own website 
https://www.sarahrobertsofficial.com/ Take a look at her work. Are there any 
questions you would like to ask Sarah? Contact her (with your parents’ 
permission) via her website or her social media. Fingers 
crossed she might reply!  
Choose one of the animals in the story. Find out more about them. Find 
out about what they really should be eating. Can you draw a food chain 
or web of which animals eat which in the ocean?  

RE 
Psalm 147:16 
“He spreads the snow like wool 
He scatters the frost like ashes” 
Like us each snowflake is unique. 
Can you write an acrostic poem to describe this uniqueness? 
Sheer beauty to behold 
Nature sculpting tiny wonders 
Over our heads, unique 
White and fluffy crystals  
F 
L 
A 
K 
E 

Something Extra 
As well as joining in with PE with Joe every morning at 9am – how 
about an extra challenge to create a mini assault course. You could 
time yourself or members of the family completing the course.  

 
 
 
 
 

Something Extra 
Ever wanted to know the continents and oceans of our world?  Well fear not, 
learn them with The Geography Song!  There are also some fun activities on 
the page that link to the song that you might want to do too! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iMtlus-afo
https://www.science-sparks.com/polar-habitats-for-kids/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uf4b4no8ric
https://www.sarahrobertsofficial.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ

